Introduction to the Archaic Period
8,000 – 2,500 years ago
Topics Included:
-  Who are the Archaic People?
-  Changing Landscape
-  Technology and Lifestyle	
-  Sites in Western Colorado
Student objectives: Explain how Archaic people adapted to the changing landscape by creating new technologies and employing somewhat different lifestyles from Paleoindians.
[bookmark: _Hlk534898329]Tips:  Teachers are encouraged to use the lesson plans and artifacts included in trunk for classroom learning.

WHO ARE THE ARCHAIC PEOPLE?
Archaic people are the direct descendants of Paleoindians.  However, unlike their ancestors, they were generalists rather than specialists, meaning that the Archaic people focused on a wide range of food from varying sources. While they mainly hunted and gathered, toward the end of the Archaic period, they began to adopt agriculture as a means of accessing their food.

CHANGING LANDSCAPE
The transition from the Pleistocene epoch (Ice Age) to the Holocene epoch (geologically recent times) brought many changes to North America.  During the last glacial period, a patchwork of environments filled the non-glaciated part of the landscape.  With the diversity in environments there was also more diversity in the types and availability of plant and animal resources for humans living at the time.  As the glaciers receded, the climate was subjected to rapid changes.  By the time glaciers had completely retreated to the polar regions 11,700 years ago, the megafauna that shared the continent with Paleoindians had completely gone extinct.  The Holocene brought a warmer, drier, and more stable climate to this region.  The environment became also more uniform instead of the patchwork from the previous epoch. 

TECHNOLOGY AND LIFESTYLE
The transition from the Paleoindian Period to the Archaic Period is reflected by shifts in human strategies brought on by the changes in climate.  Technology exemplifying these changes first appeared 8,000 years ago, ushering in the Archaic period.  While Paleoindian people traveled over wide distances and did not remain long in their temporary shelters, Archaic people traveled over a smaller territory and made use of their sites for longer periods of time.  This change in mobility is reflected in the stone tools used.  Paleoindians acquired stone from a wide variety of source locations, while Archaic people used stone from more local sources.  
Both cultures lived a hunter-gatherer lifestyle; however, with the extinction of the megafauna, Archaic people had a less diverse diet in terms of prey available.  Nonetheless, Archaic people adapted to become more efficient hunters than their Paleoindian ancestors. While Paleoindian people relied on stemmed points at the end of spears that forced them to get close to their prey, Archaic people developed spear-throwing technology called the atlatl that allowed them to attack from more of a distance.  The atlatl was a rod with a hook at the end for holding a spear that allowed the hunter to propel it much further and faster than if it was thrown by hand.  They also changed their hunting strategies from a broader to a more focused strategy, allowing them to get a better chance of capturing smaller prey that mainly traveled in large herds.
Projectile points that would have been at the end of the spear during the Archaic period were notched, as opposed to the stemmed variety used by Paleoindians. These notched projectile points more closely resembled what most people think of when they think of projectile points. One of the reasons archaeologists think this switch from stemmed to notched points occurred was because of the reusability in making such points. Notched points, if broken, can easily be reworked to do a similar task as they were before they got broken. 
The widespread use of grindstones during the Archaic period allowed people to make more extensive use of seeds than their ancestors.  To grind and pound nuts, seeds, and dried meat, people used flat stone metates with small hand-stones called manos.  Manos and metates are still used in some cultures today and act somewhat like a mortar and pestle. The manos found at this time, however, are generally smaller, one-handed ones where later, more sedentary people used larger, two-handed varieties of the tools.
Archaic shelters were like those used by Paleoindians.  They relied on both natural shelters and ones that they built.  Because Archaic people moved throughout the year, their homes needed to be simple and easy to build. The man-made shelters used sticks, branches, brush, and mud to create a dome shaped structure over an oval or round pit or depression in the ground.  Later in the Archaic period, the homes became more complex and could be used for longer periods of time.
By 8000 years before the present day, we see something the Paleoindians did not utilize: basketry. Crafting baskets is one of the indicators of settling down in a single place for longer periods of time because it requires being in one place long enough to sit down and weave as well as being in an area where you can access the supplies for the baskets. Another related technology we see is grass figurines. The style we find in this area feature a vertical wrapping with mainly quadrupedal figurines featuring. They often feature tail in addition to such intricate details as ears. These figurines are often seen in middens with domestic middens. 

TIMELINE
Archaeologists divide the Archaic Period into three eras: the Early, the Middle, and the Late. During the Early period, the transition from mainly focusing on hunting to beginning gathering is quite clear. 
The Middle Archaic Period, which lasted from 5500 and 3500 years before the present, is underrepresented in many timelines. Archaeologists think the reason why is possibly an extended drought that caused people to not leave as distinctive a mark on the landscape, but there is not enough information to make the reasons clear. Despite a lack of evidence of habitation, this is right around the time archaeologists start to see petroglyphs and pictographs. These examples of rock art continue to occur into the Late Archaic. 
The Late Archaic, which lasted from 3500 to 2000 years ago, shows a dramatic increase in human activity with more settlements, trash middens, and sites than the previous two eras. This is around the time we also begin to see maize agriculture taking place. This begins the reliance on agriculture and the beginning of the decline of the use of hunting and gathering.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SITES IN WESTERN COLORADO
Sites where you can find evidence of the Archaic people include Draper Cave, Bloomfield Site, Chance Gulch, and Curecanti.





